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GERBIL

The Mongolian gerbil (Meriones unguicuat’us) is a desert-adapted rodent from areas in north China and Mongolia. Their original sandy colored fur provided good camouflage, but breeding of pet gerbils has resulted in numerous color variations. Adaptation to desert life; nocturnal to avoid the heat of the day, large eyes for nocturnal activity, large hind feet for hopping long distances, hair soles on feet to insulate feet from hot sand, and burrowing. Wild gerbils live in colonies in underground burrows.
Gerbils are monogamous. Their life span is about 3-4 years. Young are born after a gestation period of about 23 days, and they are weaned by about the 4th week. Juveniles are mature at about 3 months.
If you are keeping your hamster for more than two weeks, return the container and water bottle to the LSC.

HANDLING: Gerbils are usually mild-tempered and may be picked up by the base of the tail and supported with a cupped hand. Some gerbils can be tame enough to eat from your hands, but others may bite.

CAGE: The cage should be kept at a temperature of 68°-75°F, and out of direct sunlight. The cage is filled with 1-2” of litter or bedding. The litter can be pine or recycled paper (DO NOT USE CEDAR). Pine provides the best absorption and odor control. You will need to change the litter once a week. The LSC does not provide extra litter.

GNAWING and NESTING: You may provide newspaper or cardboard tubes from toilet paper or paper towels for the gerbils to shred into nesting material. Gnawing the paper tubes also helps to keep their continuously-growing teeth strong and healthy.

FEEDING: Food should be available to the gerbils at all times. Check the food tray every other day, and add food as needed. Unsalted sunflower seeds make good treats for gerbils.

WATER: Fresh water should be available to the gerbils at all times. Check the water bottle every day to be sure it is not leaking. Rinse and refill the water bottle every other day. If you do find that the bottle is leaking, try cleaning the rubber stopper so that it fits snugly into the mouth of the bottle.

BABIES: Do not change the litter in the cage for the first week after babies are born. Disturbing the mother may cause her to eat the young. Also do not return the gerbils to the LSC during the first weeks. If you want to return, contact the LSC (phone or email at the top of page). Sometimes babies can be adopted out.
· Anyone who handles the animals or its caging must wash their hands with soap and water before and after handling the gerbils.
· Students should only work with the animals when supervised by an adult.

