Care Sheet

Living Science Materials Center

[image: image1.png]ESC+20

Serving the Educational Community
1314 Hines Avenue
San Antonio, TX ® 78208-1899




(210) 370-5688 


www.esc20.net

Hissing Cockroaches 

Native to Madagascar, the hissing cockroach (Gromphadorinaportentosa) can not survive in the relatively cold winters of the US. Hissing cockroaches grow to about 3” long, males have two large bumps on their heads that distinguish them from the females. Eggs are carried in the females’ brood pouch, young are born alive and the egg sac is expelled separately. Compared to many other insects, these roaches are not prolific, producing only about 15 young per litter. There are small mites that live on the cockroach. Should the roach die the mites die also they do not find another host.
HANDLING: Hissing cockroaches do not fly, but they are good climbers and can move fairly quickly. They should be handled with care as the spines on their legs can be quite sharp. They do not bite or sting. They will hiss if they feel threatened.
CAGE: The cage is lined with corncob bedding. If you find that the substrate is molding, you will need to remove the molding area if need it can be replace with newspaper. Keep the cage out of direct sunlight. Check that the cover is always on securely so no roaches escape. You may provide a paper tube to give the roaches a hiding place.
WATER: Fresh water should be available to the roaches at all times. The water dish contains cotton balls to allow the roaches to drink without risk of drowning. Make sure the cotton is clean and always soaked with water. Tap water may be used and cotton may be replaced with fresh cotton or a paper towel.
FOOD: Dry food pellets, such as cat or dog food may be used for feeding cockroaches. LSC does not supply food for the cockroaches. You may add small pieces of potato, apple or carrot every other day as treats. These foods should be removed at the end of the day to prevent spoiling.
BABIES: If babies are born while you have the roaches, stretch a paper towel under the lid of the cage. This barrier will prevent the small ones from escaping through the cage vents, but will still allow air to flow.
· If your classroom is to be sprayed for pests, remove the roaches to another room or building. Do not simply cover the cage or they may be killed by fumes.

· Do not release these roaches into your local environment. Return them to the

            LSC.

· Anyone who handles the animals or their caging must wash their hands with soap and water before and after handling.

